Two synchronous adenocarcinomas of the small bowel in a patient with undiagnosed Crohn's disease of the terminal ileum.
A small but significant excess of deaths for tumors of the digestive system has been described in Crohn's disease. In a study analyzing all cancers of the small intestine within a defined population, Crohn's disease was the major underlying factor for cancer of the small intestine. Areas of the small intestine containing strictures are unusually prone to malignant transformation. We report the rare case of a patient in whom surgery for intestinal occlusion disclosed Crohn's disease of the distal ileum complicated by two adenocarcinomas arising within distinct areas of the inflamed bowel.